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Articles 218 and 207 TFEU & Article 10 TEU

The Lisbon Treaty marks a major 
advancement for the formal involvement of 
the European Parliament in the conclusion 
of international agreements (Articles 218 
and 207 TFEU)

EU Democratic aspirations – Article 10, 
para. 1 TEU: «The functioning of the Union 
shall be founded on representative 
democracy”



Principles and Purposes of EU 
International Action

Article 3, para. 5 TEU: «In its relations with the wider 
world, the Union shall uphold and promote its values and 
interests and contribute to the protection of its citizens. It 
shall contribute to peace, security, the sustainable 
development of the Earth, solidarity and mutual 
respect among peoples, free and fair trade, eradication 
of poverty and the protection of human rights, in particular 
the rights of the child, as well as to the strict observance 
and the development of international law, including respect 
for the principles of the United Nations Charter”



Principles and Purposes of EU 
International Action

Article 21 TEU: “The Union’s action on the 
international scene shall be guided by the 
principles which have inspired its own creation …

The Union shall seek to develop relations and build 
partnerships with third countries, and 
international, regional or global organisations 
which share the principles referred to in the first 
subparagraph. It shall promote multilateral 
solutions to common problems, in particular 
in the framework of the United Nations” 



Article 207 TFEU
• The common commercial policy shall be based on 

uniform principles, particularly with regard to 

changes in tariff rates, the conclusion of tariff and 

trade agreements relating to trade in goods and 

services, and the commercial aspects of intellectual 

property, foreign direct investment, the achievement 

of uniformity in measures of liberalisation, export 

policy and measures to protect trade such as those to 

be taken in the event of dumping or subsidies. The 

common commercial policy shall be conducted in the 

context of the principles and objectives of the Union's 

external action.



WSSD (1995): the 3 pillars

Voyager 1 (1990) @ 

6 billion Km from 

Earth 

UN World Summit for Social Development-WSSD

The Copenhagen Declaration

“6. We are deeply convinced that economic

development, social development and 

environmental protection are interdependent and 

mutually reinforcing components of sustainable 

development”



Voyager 1 (1990) @ 

6 billion Km from 

Earth 

UNGA Resolution A/RES/70/1 

“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development”

Sept.25th, 2015



UN Agenda 2030 (2015)

Voyager 1 (1990) @ 

6 billion Km from 

Earth 



Article 218 TFEU - Consent
Article 218, para. 6, lett. a) TFEU establishes that the Council 
may conclude an international agreement only after having 
obtained the consent of the European Parliament for the 
following types of treaties:

(i) association agreements; 

(ii) agreement on Union accession to the European Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; 

(iii) agreements establishing a specific institutional framework 
by organising cooperation procedures; 

(iv) agreements with important budgetary implications for the 
Union; 

(v) agreements covering fields to which either the ordinary 
legislative procedure applies, or the special legislative procedure



Duty to inform the Parliament – Article 218, 
para. 10 TFEU & Article 207, para. 3 TFEU

Article 218, para. 10 holds that «The 
European Parliament shall be immediately 
and fully informed at all stages of the 
procedure”

For international trade agreements, Article 
207, para. 3 reinforce the transparency 
requirement, as the Commission has to 
“report regularly … to the European 
Parliament on the progress of negotiations” 



OPINION 2/15 OF THE COURT (Full Court) -
16 May 2017

“… the objective of sustainable 
development … forms an 
integral part of the common 
commercial policy” (para. 147)
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